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OMG BOOKFEST HEADS TO MISSOURI TO ENGAGE READERS 
AND BRING BOOKS & AUTHORS TO KIDS IN NEED 

 The 3-day festivities to include:  
An Educator Night, School Visits, An Author Circus & More! 

 
NEW YORK, NY (March, 2019)—Books can be an entree to new worlds and experiences for               
young readers and a way for them to see and understand the world around them, so it’s fitting                  
that the OMG (Oh, Middle Grade!) BookFest is headed to St Louis, MO, May 2nd-4th , 2019, the                  
gateway to the midwest, for its third event. OMG BookFest is a celebration of books aimed at the                  
early to middle grade reader (ages 7-12), bringing popular and award-winning authors to             
underserved communities for an exciting interactive experience of games, activities, and reading.            
This year OMG is thrilled to partner with The Novel Neighbor Bookstore and HarperCollins’              
Shelf Stuff to help get its message and books to children across the region. 
  
OMG is a traveling circus of books and authors conceived by authors Sarah Mlynowski, Adele               
Griffin, Julia DeVillers, and Michael Buckley, and later joined by Christina Soontornvat. It             
moves from city to city offering kids a chance to meet new and favorite authors in an engaging,                  
high-energy, and interactive environment.     
 
On May 3rd, 22 authors will come together for #OMGMO and visit with more than 1,000                
students at Drummond Elementary in St Ann. Kids will experience a variety of breakout              
sessions, each with a unique theme, from magical creatures, to detectives stories, to superheroes,              
and each led by a diverse group of authors. In addition, every child who attends will go home                  
with an autographed book in the hope that this experience will foster a love of reading for years                  
to come.  
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“On the school day of the event we see more than a thousand kids, but it feels like a very                    
personal experience,” said Soontornvat. “We are all there for the kids, but honestly the authors               
are just as changed by the experience if not more so. Because we're engaging the larger                
community—teachers, parents, the local indie bookstore—we hope to have a deeper impact that             
lasts long after the event is over.” 
 
This year the festival is adding an educator and librarian evening to allow the authors to meet                 
with the people who are so essential in the mission of connecting children with books.  
  
OMG BookFest will culminate on May 4th with “The Author Circus,” a public event at The                
Ladue Fifth Grade Center, 10900 Ladue RD, Creve Coeur, from 1-4 pm, in partnership with The                
Novel Neighbor. Readers will experience themed activities and a book signing with 24 OMG              
authors, including local authors Antony John and Jody Feldman.  
 
Participating authors in OMG Missouri include: 
 

● Tracey Baptiste, NYT bestselling author (The Jumbies, MINECRAFT: The Code) 
● Max Brallier, NYT bestselling author (The Last Kids on Earth series) 
● Michael Buckley, NYT bestselling author (The Sisters Grimm and NERDS series) 
● Julia DeVillers, bestselling author (Ultra Squad) 
● Angela Dominguez, Sid Fleischman Award winner, (Stella Diaz Has Something to Say) 
● Marcus Emerson, author and illustrator (Ben Braver and the Incredible Exploding Kid) 
● Elizabeth Eulberg, award-winning author (The Great Shelby Holmes series) 
● Stuart Gibbs, NYT bestselling author (Spy School series) 
● Karina Glaser, NYT bestselling author (The Vanderbeekers series) 
● Adele Griffin, a two-time National Book Award nominee (The Becket List) 
● Vashti Harrison, NYT bestselling author & illustrator (Little Leaders) 
● Gordon Korman, NYT bestselling author (Whatshisface) 
● Kekla Magoon, Coretta Scott King Award (The Season of Styx Malone) 
● Sarah Mlynowski, NYT  bestseller (Whatever After & Upside-Down Magic series) 
● Eliot Schrefer, National Book Award finalist (Threatened, Lost) 
● Courtney Sheinmel, (Magic on the Map: Let's Mooove!, Stella Batts) 
● Liesl Shurtliff, NYT bestselling author (Rump) 
● Ronald L. Smith, Coretta Scott King Award (The Owls Have Come to Take Us Away, 

Black Panther: The Young Prince) 
● T.R. Simon, Coretta Scott King Award (Zora and Me: The Cursed Ground) 
● Christina Soontornvat, STEM educator and author (The Changelings) 
● Tui Sutherland, NYT bestselling author (Wings of Fire series) 
● Booki Vivat, NYT bestselling author and illustrator (The Frazzled series) 



 
  
OMG Missouri is able to carry out its mission in the St. Louis area and connect with so many                   
children, families, and educators, thanks to the generous support of Algonquin YR, Abrams             
Kids, Bloomsbury Children’s Books, Candlewick Press, HarperCollins’ Shelf Stuff, Houghton          
Mifflin Harcourt, Justice, Macmillan Children’s Books, OwlCrate Junior, Penguin Books for           
Young Readers, Random House Children’s Books, Scholastic Press, Simon & Schuster, and The             
Novel Neighbor. Special thanks to Melissa Posten from The Novel Neighbor for being our boots               
on the ground.  
 
For more information on OMG BookFest’s mission, visit: https://omgbookfest.org 
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